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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MONTE V 00690 01205 1Z 

ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 SP-02 SOE-02 
OMB-01 DOE-11 /129W 

079014 020538Z/21 

R 01 1841Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5943 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS MONTEVIDEO 0690 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UY 

SUBJ: MTN: LACK OF GOU PREPARATION; PROSPECTIVE REDUCTION OF 
IMPORT CHARGES FOR AGRICULTURAL INPUTS 

REF: (A) STATE 024987 (B) STATE 031614 (C) MONTEVIDEO 0560 

1 . GOU PREPARATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN MTN TO DATE 
CONSISTS OF CALLING FOR FIRST MEETING OF INTERMINISTERIAL 
WORKING GROUP ON MARCH 9. SUBJECT HAS BEEN GIVEN NO HIGH- 
LEVEL ATTENTION TO DATE ALTHOUGH ECONOMIC SECTION CHIEF 
AND COMMERCIAL AT ACHE DISCUSSED SUBJECT WITH CHIEF OF 
ECONOMIC AND COMMERICAL POLICY IN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS OVER THREE MONTHS AGO, AND AMBASSADOR CONVEYED 
AMBASSADOR STRAUSS'S URGING FOR ACTIVE LDC PARTICIPATION 
ON FEBRUARY 16. CONSEQUENTLY, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY 

GOU PARTICIPATION WILL BE WELL GROUNDED ON HOMEWORK DONE 
HERE. PART OF LACK OF INCENTIVE IS GENERAL CONCEPTION 
THAT MOST OF THE BARRIERS TO ADDED URUGUAYAN EXPORTS 
(E.G. MEAT, TEXTILE, FOOTWEAR) ARE NOT SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO MTN REDUCTION. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MONTE V 00690 01205 1Z 

2. MINECON ARISMENDI INFORMED EMBOFF IN RELATED 
CONVERSATION THAT HE WILL OBTAIN A DECREE WITHIN A FEW 
WEEKS REDUCING IMPORT CHARGES FOR AGRICULTURAL INPUTS, 

INCLUDING MACHINERY, FERTILIZERS, ETC. ACTION WOULD BE 
PART OF EFFORT TO RATIONALIZE COUNTRY'S BASIC AGRICULTURAL 
SECTOR. SPECIFICS OF ITEMS AFFECTED AND IN WHAT MANNER AWAITS 
PROSPECTIVE OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE DECREE. 
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